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On Abnormal Ethos

PANG Jun-lai
(College of Humanities, Southeast University, Nanjing, 211189; Institute of Moral Development, Southeast
University, Nanjing, 211189)

Abstract: The concept of “abnormal ethos” needs to be defined and clarified. “Abnormal” is opposite to
“normal”, which takes “normal ethos” as the reference criterion, and manifests itself at four levels: abnormal
individual moral behavior, disordered social ethical order, abnormal ethical logic and contingency moral
worldview. By examining “abnormal ethos” in the contemporary ethics research paradigm, we have realized the
dialectical development of “abnormal ethos” and “normal ethos” in the history of ethics, and also have more
deeply recognized the four levels of “abnormal ethos”. It is precise that “abnormal ethos” is an “ethos” rather than
“ethics”, which pursues an “ethical spirit” rather than “practical rationality” and expresses a “contingency moral
worldview”.

Keywords: Abnormal Ethos, Normal Ethos, Ethical Spirit, Contingency Moral Worldview
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