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Family Mobilization: The Domestication of Digital Labor and the Reconstruction of Family-
based Division Digital Labor in a Research on Digital Ethnography Based on TikTok

WEN Xin

( School of Politics and Public Administration, Shandong Youth University of Political Science, Jinan,
250103 )

Abstract: In the digital world, families are being re-mobilized to collectively participate in digital social labor
production, exhibiting characteristics of domestication in labor division, labor processes, and labor relationships.
Domesticated digital labor is a proactive strategy employed by individuals in the digital society to cope with labor
risks such as labor alienation, labor instability, and emotional labor control. Domesticated digital labor not only
restructures the family-based division of labor but also, with the redivision of gender and intergenerational roles,
reshapes family collective life and family ethics and morals. The family-based division of digital labor provides a
possibility for a comprehensive understanding of the diversity in digital society labor and the agency of labor. It
also offers new opportunities for redefining the dignity and unity of digital labor.

Keywords: Digital Labor, Digital Gig, Individualization of Labor, Familialization, Division of Household
Labor
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