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Function Deconstruction, Identity Construction and Action Reconstruction: The Path of May
Fourth Intellectuals to Revolution

LIANG Jun-si
(School of Marxism, Fudan University, Shanghai, 200433)

Abstract: China’s modernization transformation in the late Qing Dynasty and the early Republic of
China brought about the emergence and re-emergence of social contradictions, and gave birth to the function
deconstruction, identity construction and action reconstruction of intellectuals. “May Fourth Movement” is a
profound ideological liberation movement, but also a great mass patriotic movement. Among them, the function
deconstruction of intellectuals in the May Fourth Movement continued the historical logic of the differentiation of
spiritual temperament, political ideal and action strategy of the traditional distinguished scholars. Their identity
construction is shaped by the practical logic of intellectuals leaving home, gradually evolving their modes of
association, and undergoing significant ideological shifts when confronted with enormous changes. Its action
reconstruction is forged in the practical logic of collective action, social movement and revolutionary action.
Certainly, the boundaries of collective action, social movements and the path of revolution are not clear and
insurmountable, and can be transformed under certain conditions. In conclusion, placing the examination of the
May Fourth intellectuals’ path to revolution within a long-term context is beneficial for shedding light on the
ongoing societal roles of Chinese intellectuals, the challenges they face in the current context, and the potential
opportunities in the future.

Keywords: May Fourth Intellectuals, Functional Deconstruction, Identity Construction, Action
Reconstruction
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