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Mutual Reading: The Dongba Scripture Tradition of Regional Multi-ethnic Cultural
Exchanges and Generation

XI Jian-xun
(School of Mizu Culture, Yunnan Minzu University, Kunming, 650504)

Abstract: The traditional rituals provide a space for exploring the interaction between ancient texts and
social life, and regional ceremonial traditions further provide a pathway for examining ancient texts in the lives
of neighboring communities. Dongba Scriptures in Yunnan-Sichuan-Tibet intersection area appear as “mutual
reading” between multi-ethnic cultural regional exchanges, contacts and integration, arises from a category of oral
and material transmission of different ethnic language texts found within the Dongba scriptures. This is a clear
demonstration of the diverse cultural landscape that has emerged through the mutual influence, mutual learning,
mutual exchange, and mutual respect of various ethnic groups during the ongoing historical processes of political,
economic, and cultural interactions. It is also a testament to the historical coexistence, mutual influence, and
shared prosperity of multiple ethnicities, resulting in the creation of ancient texts and documents.

Keywords: Mutual Reading, Multi-ethnic Culture, Inter-exchange and Generation, Dongba Ancient
Scriptures
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