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The Western Zhou Dynasty’s Governance and Multi-ethnic Integration in the Northwestern
Frontier

ZHANG Xing-de &ZHANG Rui-qiang
(History School, Liaoning University, Shenyang, 110036)

Abstract: The Zhou Dynasty fostered an alliance with the Jiang clan through matrimonial ties. Moreover, the
Marquis of Shen, a relative of the Zhou king, also established marital ties with the Great Luo. There was marriage
between Shen and Luo clans. The Western Rong tribes all submitted to these marital alliances. Through the
marriage of the above clans, it was convenient for the Zhou family to control the northwest frontier. Furthermore,
the Western Zhou also enfeoffed vassal states with the same surname, such as the Mi state and descendants
in Huo State of the Yin and Shang dynasties. These enfeoffed states were strategically located and served as
important barriers to safeguard the Zhou dynasty. Meanwhile, the Zhou Dynasty also moved to the Hei Bo, Yuan
Bo and other Shang military aristocrats to assist, through the enfeoffment of the vassals, the establishment of
military strongholds, thus ensuring the Zhou Dynasty’s rule over the above areas. Additionally, the Western Zhou
dynasty employed conciliatory measures to pacify the Rong tribes. Those who did not comply were subjected
to military suppression. The archaeological findings at the Yaoheyuan site belong to the historically unrecorded
remains of the Huo State, with the Marquis of Huo being descendants of the Yin Dynasty. The discoveries of the
site include elements of Yin-Shang culture, Zhou culture, Siwa culture, Liujia culture, and Northern grassland
culture, indicating the coexistence of multiple ethnic groups within the Huo State. Jijiang marriage and Shenluo
marriage promoted the integration of multi-ethnic groups, and the feudal state as a political entity also made the
Zhou people, merchants, indigenous people, and Rong people coexist. Long-term production and life, cultural
exchanges, economic trade, etc., have deepened the understanding among ethnic groups. The situation of “you
within me, and me within you” promoted interaction and integration among multiple ethnic groups. Whether
it was the political or cultural identification of the vassals with the Zhou Dynasty, or the exchanges, marital
alliances, and interactions among ethnic groups within the enfeoffed states, all of these facilitated connections and
integration among multiple ethnic groups. This laid the foundation for the formation of the Huaxia ethnicity in the
pre-Qin period.

Keywords: Western Zhou Dynasty, Northwest Frontier, Rong People, Xishen, Yaoheyuan Site, Ethnic
Integration
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