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The White House (2022). FACT SHEET: Quad Leaders’ Tokyo Summit 2022. https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/
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The New Trend of the US to Strengthen Indo-Pacific Maritime Domain Awareness and Its
Impact on China

LOU Chun-hao' & WANG Chong’

(1.China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations, Beijing, 100081; 2.University of International
Relations, Beijing, 100091)

Abstract: Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) is an important component of the US national security and
maritime security strategy. While pushing forward the Indo-Pacific Strategy, the US is actively promoting the US-
led MDA network in the region with the participation of its regional allies and partners. In the context of the US
intensifying strategic competition with China, some new features underlying the US policy trends exist. In terms
of geography, the focus has expanded from Southeast Asia to the Indian Ocean and Pacific Island countries. The
focus has shifted from military operations to combating illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing, and the
U.S. Coast Guard will play a more important role. The trend will enhance the US MDA advantage over China by
strengthening US maritime containment against China, disrupting regional maritime governance, and driving a
wedge between China and regional countries.

Keywords: Indo-Pacific Strategy, Maritime Domain Awareness, Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime
Domain Awareness
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