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level of respect. The process of India’s participation and the changing role
that India plays within the network is not simply a response to a systematic
threat, but a proactive effort to leverage an opportunity within the system
and to shape the objectives to expand its power and influence. India’s
participation is influenced by its perceptions of opportunities and threats
from the international system, and at the same time by strategic preferences
of policy makers and elites, as well as by the level of power and capacity of
the government. In the future, there will continue to be high levels of
uncertainty regarding the development of the Quad, as well as with respect
to India’ s choices, with Indian participation to hinge to a great extent on
the above mentioned three factors.

KEY WORDS: India; U. S.-Japan-India-Australia Quadrilateral Cooperation;

Threat Perception; Strategic Preferences; Government Power

Indian Involvement in Sino-Indian Multilateral Cooperation :
A Stag Hunt Game Strategy?
By Chen Lijun & Lu Sen

ABSTRACT: As India continues to rise, there is a greater claim on great
power status, higher international position, and on calling for reforms to
the international political economic order. With an eye on increasing
influence and advancing these lofty objectives, India has established or
joined numerous multilateral cooperation platforms. India’ s interests on
various types of multilateral platforms vary significantly, and in particular it
has indicated that it will not participate in multilateral cooperation that is
led by China. This type of behavior might be thought of in terms of a Stag
Hunt Game-where a player opts to abandon the option of hunting a stag in
favor of hunting a hare. Numerous multilateral institutions feature participation
from both China and India, and as India may not always opt for cooperative
strategies within these institutions, as an important neighbor and major power,

such choices will undoubtedly impact China. To explore these trends, this article
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applies the Stag Hunt model of cooperation/non-cooperation from game theory to
consider four cases of Sino-India involvement in multilateral institutions (the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, BRICS, the Bangladesh-China-India-
Myanmar Economic Corridor, and the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership) . The research discovers that India ultimately plays a strategy
of non-cooperation within such multilateral frameworks-namely that in
situations where it is to pursue collective benefits through multilateral
platforms, India instead focuses more on how its individual interests might
be harmed. This determines India’ s strategic choices within multilateral
platforms that both China and India join. The article also considers the
impact that India’s strategy has on both China and on multilateral
cooperation itself, looking at means of reducing the costs that it imposes on
member states, as well as for means through which conditions can be
created for India to cooperate. Such an exercise can promote win-win
cooperation and mutual development.

KEY WORDS: India; Multi-lateral Cooperation; Stag Hunt Strategy; Shanghai
Cooperation Organization; BRICS; BCIM Economic Corridor; RCEP

Misperceptions and India’s Dilemma vis-a-vis Integration into the
China-Nepal-India Economic Corridor

By Huang Zhengduo & Xu Jiayi

ABSTRACT: Constructing the China-Nepal-India Economic Corridor is an
important strategic initiative of China’s neighboring state diplomacy with
Chinese characteristics in the Xi Jinping Era. It is also a feasible strategy for
negotiating the establishment of a community of shared destiny between
China, Nepal and India. Stable development of China-Nepal-India relations
in a positive direction is a necessary condition for the development of the
China-Nepal-India Economic Corridor. The state of China-India relations is
also the critical variable when it comes to the direction of the tripartite

relationship. Through consideration of misperceptions at both the micro and
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